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Committee Review indicates the Legislative Committee has yet to determine its position. 

	Proposed State Legislation 



	BILL
	DESCRIPTION
	LEGISLATIVE STATUS / CPRS POSITION

	ACA 4   Blumenfield 
	Local government financing: voter approval
The California Constitution prohibits the ad valorem tax rate on real property from exceeding 1% of the full cash value of the property, subject to certain exceptions. This measure would create an additional exception to the 1% limit for a rate imposed by a city, county, city and county, or special district, as defined, to service bonded indebtedness incurred to fund specified public improvements and facilities, or buildings used primarily to provide sheriff, police, or fire protection services, that is approved by 55% of the voters of the city, county, city and county, or special district, as applicable. 
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0001-0050/aca_4_bill_20101206_introduced.pdf 
	Assembly Floor
(2 year bill)
Support 

	ACR 25

Campos 
	Arts
This measure would declare March 2011 to be Arts Education Month, would encourage all elected officials to participate with their educational communities in celebrating the arts, and would urge all residents to become interested in and give full support to quality school arts programs for children and youth.
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0001-0050/acr_25_bill_20110217_introduced.html 
	Chaptered  

Support

	AB 42   Huffman 
	State Parks 
This bill would authorize the department to enter into an operating agreement for the development, improvement, restoration, care, maintenance, administration, or operation of a unit or units of the state

park system, as identified by the director, with a qualified nonprofit organization. This bill would require the operating agreement to include a requirement that the nonprofit organization annually submit a report to the department. The bill would require the nonprofit organization and the district superintendent for the department to hold a joint public meeting for discussion of the report.

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0001-0050/ab_42_bill_20101206_introduced.pdf
	Chaptered
Support 

	NEW NO.
SCR 46

Wolk

(SCR 14)

Steinberg
	Parks Make Life Better!SM Month
This measure would declare July 2011 as "Parks Make Life Better!" Month. 
[CPRS requested the proclamation be changed from March to July]
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_0001-0050/scr_46_bill_20110511_introduced.html 
	Chaptered 

CPRS Sponsor

Support 

	AB 64

Jeffries
	State Parks: Closures: Operating Agreements

Existing law authorizes the Department of Parks and Recreation to enter into an agreement with an agency of the United States, a city, county, district, or other public agency, or any combination thereof, for the care, maintenance, administration, and control of lands of the state park system. This bill would make a statement of legislative findings and declarations, including the intent of the Legislature to encourage the department to actively seek to negotiate operating agreements with local governments, who have the interest and capacity to assist the state in operating a state park, to minimize the number of state parks that could otherwise be subject to closure due to the budget challenges facing the state.

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0051-0100/ab_64_bill_20110411_amended_asm_v98.html
	Failed Deadline
(2 year bill)

Watch 



	SB 105

Yee
	Public Safety: snow sport helmets

This bill would require a person under 18 years of age to wear a properly fitted and fastened snow sport helmet while operating snow skis or a snowboard while participating in the sport of downhill skiing or snowboarding, or while riding upon a seat or other device that is attached to the snow skis or a snowboard while participating in the sport of downhill skiing or snowboarding. The bill would impose a $25 fine for a violation of this requirement as specified. Because this bill would create a new crime, it would impose a state-mandated local program.

http://info.sen.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_0101-0150/sb_105_bill_20110113_introduced.html
	Vetoed
Watch


	AB 147

Dickinson 
	Subdivisions 

This bill would authorize a local ordinance to require payment of a fee subject to the Mitigation Fee Act, as a condition of approval of a final map or as a condition of issuing a building permit for purposes of defraying the actual or estimated cost of constructing transportation facilities, as defined.

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0101-0150/ab_147_bill_20110502_amended_asm_v97.html 
	Chaptered 

Support 

	AB 233

Hall
	Personal income taxes: voluntary contributions: CA YMCA Youth & Government Fund
The Personal Income Tax Law authorizes taxpayers to contribute amounts in excess of their tax liability for the support of specified funds. This bill would additionally allow individuals to designate on their tax returns that a specified amount in excess of their tax liability be transferred to the California YMCA Youth and Government Fund, which would be created by this bill. The bill would require the Franchise Tax Board, when another voluntary contribution designation is removed, to revise the tax return forms to provide for the designation created by this bill. This bill contains other related provisions.

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0201-0250/ab_233_bill_20110315_amended_asm_v98.html 
	Failed Deadline

(2 year bill)

Watch

	SB 264

Correa


	Recreational activities: skateboard parks

Existing law prohibits an operator of a skateboard park from permitting any person to ride a skateboard in the park unless that person is wearing a helmet, elbow pads, and knee pads. Existing law further describes how those requirements may be satisfied with respect to a recreational skateboard facility owned and operated by a local public agency, as specified. Existing law, until January 1, 2012, further provides that skateboarding at a public skateboard park is a hazardous recreational activity, if all of specified conditions are met, including if the person skateboarding is 12 years of age or older.   This bill would continue indefinitely the latter provision deeming skateboarding at a public skateboard park a hazardous recreational activity.
http://info.sen.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_0251-0300/sb_264_bill_20110210_introduced.html
	Chaptered 
Support 


	SB 356

Blakeslee
	State parks: local operating agreements
Existing law authorizes the Department of Parks and Recreation to enter into agreements with any agency of the United States or any city, county, district, or other public agency for the care, maintenance, administration, and control by a party to the agreement, of lands under the jurisdiction of any party to the agreement for purposes of the state park system. Existing law prohibits an operating agreement to be entered into or amended, unless, among other things, the Legislature has reviewed the lease or agreement, or amendment, as part of the annual budget process. This bill would require the department, if it proposes to close a unit of the state park system, to notify the county or city in which the unit is located. Pursuant to procedures specified in the bill, a county or city would have the opportunity to take over operations and maintenance of the unit of the state park system. The bill would require the department to enter into an agreement with a county or city that notifies the department of its intention to take over the operation and maintenance of a unit of the state park system in response to the department's notice. The bill would require the agreement to include certain provisions, including a provision that the use of existing local government staff, volunteers, or cooperating associations are exempt from state prevailing wage requirements. The bill would also require the agreement to include the provision that the length of the term of the agreement be not less than one year and not longer than 5 years, with an option to renew upon the conclusion of the agreement.
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_0351-0400/sb_356_bill_20110325_amended_sen_v98.html
	Vetoed 

Watch

	SB 386 

Harmon
	State parks: proposed closures: operation and maintenance contracts
Existing law authorizes the Department of Parks and Recreation to enter into agreements between the department and federal and local governments and other public agencies for the care, maintenance, administration, and control of lands under the jurisdiction of any party to this agreement for the purpose of the state park system, as prescribed . This bill contains other related provisions.
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_0351-0400/sb_386_bill_20110325_amended_sen_v98.html
	Vetoed
Watch

	SB 394
	Healthy Schools Act of 2011 
This bill would enact the Healthy Schools Act of 2011.  The bill would require all school sites, as defined and except as specified, to send at least one person to one of the department trainings at least once every 3 years. Because this provision would impose additional duties on local public employees, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program.
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_0351-0400/sb_394_bill_20110216_introduced.html
	Failed Deadline 
(2 year bill)

Bill Amended 

Removed Oppose

	AB 405

Solorio 
	Post  Secondary education: joint use

Existing law, the Leroy F. Greene School Facilities Act of 1998, establishes a program for allocation by the State Allocation Board of state per-pupil funding to school districts for new construction and modernization of school facilities, including joint use-projects to construct facilities on kindergarten to grade 12, inclusive,

School sites. This bill, in addition, would authorize the board to fund joint-use projects to construct facilities on community college campuses.

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0401-0450/ab_405_bill_20110214_introduced.html 
	Failed Deadline 
(2 year bill)
Watch 

	SB 459

Corbett


	Employment:  independent contractors

Existing law prescribes comprehensive requirements relating to minimum wages, overtime compensation, and standards for working conditions for the protection of employees applicable to an employment relationship. This bill would prohibit willful misclassification, as defined, of individuals as independent contractors. The bill would authorize the Labor and Workforce Development Agency to assess specified civil penalties from persons or employers violating the bill. This bill would provide that a person who, for money or other valuable consideration, knowingly advises an employer to treat an individual as an independent contractor to avoid employee status for the individual shall be jointly and severally liable with the employer if the individual is not found to be an independent contractor. This bill would exempt from the provisions regarding joint and several liability a person who provides advice to his or her employer or an attorney who provides legal advice in the course of practicing law.

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_0451-0500/sb_459_bill_20110527_amended_sen_v97.html 
	Enrolled (to Governor)
Watch 

	SB 580 
 Wolk 
	State parks: acquired land: limits on disposition or use 
The Department of Parks and Recreation, with the consent of the Department of Finance, is authorized to acquire title to or any interest in real property that the department deems necessary or proper for the extension, improvement, or development of the state park system. The department is also authorized to accept monetary and real property gifts to be used in any connection with the state park system. This bill would prohibit land acquired for the state park system, through public funds or gifts, from being disposed of or used for other purposes incompatible with park purposes without the substitution of other land. This bill would require the State Park and Recreation Commission, following a duly noticed public hearing, to certify that all requests to dispose of or use the land for other purposes incompatible with park purposes provide for the substitution of other land meeting certain criteria. If lands that fully meet the substitution eligibility criteria cannot be acquired, the commission would be authorized, if certain conditions are met, to approve a combination of substitute park lands and monetary compensation to allow for the disposal or use of lands for other purposes incompatible with park purposes. The bill would require that the commission consider requests only if the commission determines that all practical alternatives that avoid the proposed disposal or use of park lands for other purposes incompatible with park purposes have been considered. This bill contains other related provisions.
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_0551-0600/sb_580_bill_20110217_introduced.html
	Failed Deadline

(2 year bill)

Support

	AB 587
Gordon 
	Public works: volunteers
Existing law defines "public works," for purposes of regulating public works contracts, as, among other things, construction, alteration, demolition, installation, or repair work that is performed under contract and paid for in whole or in part out of public funds. Pursuant to existing law, all workers employed on public works projects are required to be paid not less than the general prevailing rate of per diem wages for work, except as specified. This bill would extend that repeal date to January 1, 2017, and make technical, nonsubstantive changes to that provision. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0551-0600/ab_587_bill_20110216_introduced.html 
	Chaptered

Support

	AB 594

Yamada


	California Department of Aging and Adult Services

This bill would enact the Community Care Modernization Act of 2011. The bill would establish the California Department of Adult and Aging Services in the California Health and Human Services Agency, for the purpose of maintaining individuals in their own homes, or the least restrictive homelike environments for as long as possible, by integrating services under a single agency, to establish stronger, more focused leadership for home- and community-based services for all older adults and persons with disabilities. Requires the department to convene a stakeholder committee to assist the department in coordinating with other state agencies to transfer programs to the department, as specified.

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0551-0600/ab_594_bill_20110216_introduced.html
	Failed Deadline

 (2 year bill)
Watch


	SB 644

Hancock


	Public works: volunteers

Existing law defines "public works," for purposes of regulating public works contracts, as, among other things, construction, alteration, demolition, installation, or repair work that is performed under contract and paid for in whole or in part out of public funds. Pursuant to existing law, all workers employed on public works projects are required to be paid not less than the general prevailing rate of per diem, except as specified.    Existing law governing public works does not apply to specified work performed by a volunteer, a volunteer coordinator, or members of the California Conservation Corps or a community conservation corps. Those provisions are effective only until January 1, 2012, and as of that date are repealed. This bill would extend the repeal of this provision to January 1, 2017.
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_0601-0650/sb_644_bill_20110218_introduced.html 
	Change in Subject and Matter

No longer a bill of interest

	AB 669

Monning


	Taxation: sweetened beverage tax: Children's Health Promotion Fund

This bill would impose a tax on every distributor, as defined, for the privilege of distributing in this state bottled sweetened beverages at the rate of $0.01 per fluid ounce on bottled sweetened beverages and sweetened beverages distributed in this state, or at the rate of $0.01 per fluid ounce of sweetened beverage to be produced from concentrate distributed in this state. The tax would be administered by the State Board of Equalization and would be collected pursuant to the procedures set forth in the Fee Collection Procedures Law. This bill would exempt from the tax, among other things, the distribution in this state of bottled sweetened beverages, sweetened beverages, or concentrate made by a distributor to another distributor registered with the board and supported by an exemption certificate that consists of a statement signed under penalty of perjury.

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0651-0700/ab_669_bill_20110217_introduced.html 
	Failed Deadline
(2 year bill)
Support 

	SB 670

Calderon
	Occupancy taxes 

This bill would revise the authorization to provide that the tax is imposed on the rent, as defined, paid for the privilege of occupying a room or other living space in a hotel, inn, tourist home or house, motel, or other lodging, and would include charter cities within the scope of this authorization.
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_0651-0700/sb_670_bill_20110218_introduced.pdf 
	Failed Deadline
(2 year bill)
Oppose  

	AB 703
Gordon
	Property taxation: welfare exemption: nature resources and open-space lands 
Existing property tax law, in accordance with the California Constitution, provides for a welfare exemption under which property used exclusively for religious, hospital, scientific, or charitable purposes and owned and operated by funds, foundations, or corporations meeting certain statutory requirements is exempt from taxation. Existing law also provides that property used exclusively for the preservation of specified nature resources or open-space lands meeting other specified criteria shall be deemed to be included within the welfare exemption. Existing law makes the inclusion of this property within the welfare exemption inoperative on the lien date in 2012, which is January 1, 2012, and repeals this provision on January 1, 2013. This bill would extend the January 1, 2012, inoperative date, and the January 1, 2013, repeal date, of the inclusion of this property within the welfare exemption. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0701-0750/ab_703_bill_20110217_introduced.html 
	Enrolled (to Governor)
Support 

	SB 737

Walters
	Organized Camps. 

Existing law requires the Director of the Department of Public Health to establish rules and regulations establishing minimum standards for organized camps and regulating the operation of organized camps that the director determines are necessary to protect the health and safety of the campers.    This bill would require the department, in amending the rules and regulations pertaining to organized camps, to obtain the input and

advice of organizations in the field. (2) Existing law permits a participating program operated by a city, county, or nonprofit organization in the After School Learning and Safe Neighborhoods Partnership Program to operate for up to 30 hours per week without obtaining a license or special permit otherwise required under existing law. The bill would increase the authorization to 60 hours per week and provide that no individual child can be in care in the program for more than 30 hours per week. (3) Existing law regulates the licensure and administration of day care centers and family day care centers and exempts specified recreation programs conducted for children from these regulations.  The bill would expand the scope of this exemption. (4) Existing law establishes minimum standards for the operation, regulation, and enforcement of organized camps, as defined. The bill would modify the definition of the term "organized camp." The bill would define the term "organized day camp" and require an organized day camp to develop an operating plan and file the plan with the local health department.

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_0701-0750/sb_737_bill_20110623_amended_asm_v94.html 
	Enrolled (to Governor)
Committee Review 

	AB 781 

Perez 
	Preservation of lands: open-space subventions

Existing law authorizes cities and counties to enter into contracts with landowners, pursuant to the Williamson Act, whereby the landowner agrees to restrict the use of the land under contract in exchange for a reduced property tax amount. Existing law continuously appropriates to the Controller from the General Fund an amount sufficient to provide replacement revenues to local governments by reason of the reduction of the property tax on open-space lands, as specified. Existing law also provides specified subventions for purposes of preserving open-space lands. This bill would authorize a city, county, or city and county to accept contributions from public and private entities to offset a reduction in state subvention payments, as specified.

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0751-0800/ab_781_bill_20110323_amended_asm_v98.html 
	Change in Subject and Matter
No longer bill of interest 

	SB 800

Hancock
	Voluntary Greenhouse Gas Emission Offset Program Fund

This bill would create the Voluntary Greenhouse Gas Emission Offset Program Fund, and would provide that funds received by the state on a voluntary basis from the federal government, individuals, businesses, organizations, industry, or other sources for the mitigation of climate change impacts related to greenhouse gas emissions be deposited in this fund. The moneys in the fund would be available, upon appropriation, for expenditure by the Natural Resources Agency for specified projects through a competitive grant process. The bill would require that moneys from the fund be directed to the California Conservation Corps and local conservation corps for specified projects. The Natural Resources Agency would be required, by January 1, 2013, to adopt guidelines for the distribution of moneys from the fund and to develop strategies for the sale of voluntary greenhouse gas emission offsets by the state and other opportunities for contributions by the public to the Voluntary Greenhouse Gas Emission Offset Program Fund.

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_0751-0800/sb_800_bill_20110218_introduced.pdf 
	Failed Deadline
(2 year bill)
Watch

	AB 819  Wieckowski 
	Bicycles 
Existing law requires the Department of Transportation, in cooperation with county and city governments, to establish minimum safety design criteria for the planning and construction of bikeways, and authorizes cities, counties, and local agencies to establish bikeways. Existing law defines 3 classes of bikeways for its purposes. This bill would include a class IV bikeway among the bikeways subject to the above provisions and would define a class IV bikeway to include a segregated bike lane which provides exclusive use of bicycles on streets, as specified.  

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0801- 850/ab_819_bill_20110217_introduced.html 

	Failed Deadline 
(2 year bill)
Watch

	SB 910

Lowenthal 
	Vehicles: bicycles: passing distance
Under existing law, a driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle or a bicycle proceeding in the same direction is required to pass to the left at a safe distance without interfering with the safe operation of the overtaken vehicle or bicycle, subject to certain limitations and exceptions. A violation of this provision is an infraction punishable by a fine not exceeding $100 for a first conviction, and up to a $250 fine for a 3rd and subsequent conviction occurring within one year of 2 or more prior infractions. This bill would recast this provision as to overtaking a bicycle by requiring the driver of a motor vehicle overtaking a bicycle that is proceeding in the same direction to pass to the left at a safe distance, at a minimum clearance of 3 feet and at a speed not exceeding 15 miles per hour faster than the bicycle, without interfering with the safe operation of the overtaken bicycle. The bill would make a violation of this provision an infraction punishable by $35 fine.
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_0901-0950/sb_910_bill_20110325_amended_sen_v98.html 
	Enrolled (to Governor)
Watch 

	AB 1312

Smythe
	Child Care

Existing law, the California Child Day Care Facilities Act, prescribes licensure requirements for the operation of child day care facilities, day care centers, and family day care homes. The act exempts specified facilities and arrangements, including public recreation programs that meet specified criteria, from its provisions.  

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_1301-1350/ab_1312_bill_20110218_introduced.html 
	Failed Deadline 
(2 year bill)

CPRS Sponsor

Support

	AB 1333

Achadjian


	State parks: local authorities 

Existing law requires that the purpose of state parks be to, preserve outstanding natural, scenic, and cultural values, indigenous aquatic and terrestrial fauna and flora, and the most significant examples of ecological regions of California. Each state park is required to be managed as a composite whole in order to restore, protect, and maintain its native environmental complexes to the extent compatible with the primary purpose for which the park was established.  

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_1301-1350/ab_1333_bill_20110218_introduced.pdf
	Failed Deadline 
(2 year bill)




	Proposed Federal Legislation & Issues
Visit http://www.nrpa.org/media/enewsletter/dateline/advocacy_insider_0411.html 


	NUMBER
	PROVISIONS
	STATUS 

	H.R. 481 (Connolly D-VA) 
	The Complete America’s Great Trails Act
Has the potential to significantly benefit some of the most spectacular trails in America.  This proposed legislation would grant a tax credit to private landowners who provide conservation easements to certified National Scenic Trails – resulting in a low-cost incentive for willing landowners to donate easements that would increase trail connectivity.  This means private landowners have a new incentive to allow hikers to pass through their property, and trails get a guaranteed corridor that protects the connectivity and continuity of the hiking experience for years to come.  The Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail could benefit from this legislation.  While it may be a challenge to pass this legislation in the current political climate, it is a positive precedent. The bill’s sponsor, Gerry Connolly, represents the Fairfax, Northern Virginia district where this year’s special park districts forum will be held.
	

	H.R. 709
(Albio, NJ)


	Urban Revitalization and Livable Communities Act
Requires the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to promulgate regulations establishing an urban revitalization and livable communities program to provide federal grants to eligible local governments for various park and recreation purposes, including grants for rehabilitation and construction, innovation, at-risk youth recreation, and recovery action programs.
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d112:1:./temp/~bdcSOY::|/home/LegislativeData.php?n=BSS;c=112|  
	Referred to the Subcommittee on Insurance, Housing and Community Opportunity

	S. 1265 

	Full Funding for Land and Water Conservation
The full funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) bill has been reintroduced in the Senate as of June 23rd, 2011.  The bill, S. 1265, Sponsored by Senator Jeff Bingaman (D-NM), amends the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965 to provide consistent and reliable authority for full, dedicated funding of the fund.  The fund is authorized at $900 million and has almost never been fully funded.  The only change from the 2009 LWCF full funding bill, S. 2747, is the sportsmen's provision (providing for increased access to public lands for sportsmen and recreationists) which passed the House last year (in the Consolidated Land, Energy and Aquatic Resources ‘CLEAR’ Act of 2009) and was included in Majority Leader Harry Reid's energy bill, S. 3663, in August 2010.  
	

	Federal Budget 
	SAFETEA-LU is due to expire Sept. 30, 2011.
The Republican-proposed budget would slash annual transportation spending in FY12, cutting $21 billion from an authorized amount of $85 billion for this year.  Concurrent with the deliberations for the FY12 budget year are the separate efforts of the Administration and Congress to write a new long-term reauthorization for the nation’s Surface Transportation Program (SAFETEA-LU).
	

	H.R. 2547 and S. 1372 
	No Child Left Inside Act
The bill provides incentives to states to implement environmental literacy programs that support outdoor learning activities at schools and outdoors centers, as well as professional development for teachers.  

Studies show getting kids outside and teaching them about nature helps them raise achievement in other subjects and has important health benefits.  According to recent studies, the amount of time children now spend outdoors has declined 50 percent in the past 20 years.  Today, many schools are being forced to scale back environmental programs and curtail outdoor activities.  When children explore the outdoors, it increases their physical activity level and may also help boost their self-esteem and improve their academic performance in other subjects.  A study by the American Institutes for Research shows that children who participated in outdoor education programs significantly raised their science test scores by 27 percent, as measured by a pre- and post-survey administered immediately upon their return to school.
 Key provisions of the No Child Left Inside Act:

•             Incentives and support for states to develop and implement Environmental Literacy Plans to integrate environmental education and field experiences into the core academic program in public schools.

•             Partnership grants between school districts, colleges, parks, zoos, and other community-based environmental organizations with expertise in environmental education to create and implement professional development for teachers.  The goal is to use field-based, service and experiential learning to provide innovative and interdisciplinary instruction to students.
•             National capacity grants to scale up and disseminate effective practices in environmental education.

The states are able to award sub grants, on a competitive basis, to local educational agencies and eligible partnerships to support the implementation of the State environmental literacy plan.  A regional and/or local environmental or natural resource management agency, which has demonstrated effectiveness in improving the quality of environmental education teachers, would qualify as an eligible partner.  


	

	
	New ADA Rules for Trails and Shared-Use Paths
The implementation of a new Rule related to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) regarding the use of “Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices” (OPDMD’s) became effective March 15, 2011. The immediate effect of the new ADA Rule regarding powered wheelchairs, vehicles, and other power-driven mobility devices is the burden of proof as to whether a particular OPDMD should be allowed on a given trail or in a facility will now be on the trail manager to determine if such a device can or cannot be used.  The full impact of this new Rule has not yet been clear.  For certain, it requires agencies to assess trails and facilities and complete an assessment of suitability for each. The Access Board requested public comment on the draft technical provisions and also sought answers to specific questions.  ANPRM’s generally precede and lead to publication of a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, then publication of a Rule.  Comments were due June 27, 2011. For information visit http://www.access-board.gov/sup/anprm.htm 
	

	H.R. 2584
	House Interior Appropriations Cuts 
The House Appropriations bill for the Department of Interior, Environment and Related Agencies is full of many potentially damaging cuts.  It cut Fish and Wildlife Service operations, which could lead to even more delays for permits, wildfire suppression funds, the Office of the Secretary of Interior’s budget, and the Land and Water Conservation Fund.

In a bright spot in an otherwise bleak appropriations bill for conservationists, the House approved an amendment to boost funding for federal land acquisition by $20 million.  The amendment from Rep. Charlie Bass (R-N.H.) would transfer the money from the office of the Interior Secretary, increasing the Land and Water Conservation Fund to $88 million.  It was adopted by voice vote, despite objections from Rep. Jim Moran (D-Va.) that the proposal would hamper Interior's ability to collect offshore oil and gas revenues needed to fund the LWCF.

The LWCF – which is used to purchase new lands from willing sellers, place private lands into conservation easements and assist states in promoting recreation – is authorized at $900 million, but would have seen its lowest funding in more than 40 years under the original House bill.   Rep. Mike Simpson (R-Idaho), the House's top appropriator for lands agencies, said he supports the LWCF, but argued the country doesn't have the money to pay for it.  Rep. Moran also raised objections to taking the money from the Interior Secretary's office, which includes the newly established Office of Natural Resources Revenue to collect royalties from offshore oil and gas drilling, which funds LWCF.  A later amendment by Rep. Doug Lamborn (R-Colo.) to completely eliminate land acquisition funding and divert the savings to deficit reduction was rejected on a voice vote.

Conservationists and many sportsmen have urged increased support for the LWCF, which they argue preserves habitat, improves access and boosts rural economies.  The Obama administration requested full funding in fiscal 2012 to implement its Great Outdoors initiative to connect Americans, mostly youth, to nature.

The appropriations bill was pulled from the floor during the debt limit debate and will likely be brought up again in September.  Given the tenor of the debt limit debate, conservationists should brace for significant cuts.
	

	H.R. 2513 and S. 1354
	Healthy Media for Girls
Kids are surrounded by media. From television to movies to social media and new technologies, kids are consuming up to 10 hours of recreational media each day. Unfortunately, media doesn’t always promote healthy images of girls. Girl Scouts’ research tells us that girls are very influenced by what they see in the media, and that it can have a significant impact on their self-esteem, body image, and leadership aspirations.

This legislation will:
· Provide competitive grants for organizations like Girl Scouts, that provide media literacy programming and leadership development that helps empower girls. 

· Support research to better understand the impact of media on youth development.

Create a federal task force to develop voluntary recommendations that help the media industry put forward healthy images of women and girls.
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